CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – January 16th, 2009
Los Angeles, California  
	Attendee 
	County 
	Attendee 
	County

	Dave MacDonald 
	Alameda 
	Katherine Reedy 
	Orange 

	Candy Grubbs 
	Butte
	Kari Vergil
	San Bernardino

	Candy Lopez 
	Contra Costa 
	Deborah Seiler 
	San Diego 

	Eren Mendez 
	Contra Costa 
	Jesse Durazo
	Santa Clara

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Elma Rosas 
	Santa Clara 

	Dean Logan
	Los Angeles 
	Jana Lean 
	Secretary of State

	Jo Rodriguez
	Los Angeles 
	Lindsey McWilliams
	Solano

	Harriett Russ
	Los Angeles 
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera 
	Gloria Colter 
	Sonoma 

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Reva Correia 
	Yolo


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from December 10, 2008
Motion by Dean Logan to approve December 10, 2008 minutes with amendments.  Candy Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

AB 84 (Hill) – Vote by mail ballots
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bill allows a voter to find out whether his/her voted vote by mail ballot was received and counted. This bill is sponsored by the SOS and is exactly like last year’s AB 2964 which passed out of the legislature but did not get signed. 
SOS (Jana Lean) was asked to conduct a survey that includes among other things, current implementation of vote by mail status system and costs involved.
Motion by Janice Atkinson to support.   Jesse Durazo has an objection to supporting without knowing fiscal impact.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion. Motion is carried.

AB 101 (Anderson) – Vote by Mail Identification Envelope
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bill requires that the VBM identification envelope include a notice that the ballot must be received by the elections official before the polls close on election day.  This bill is identical to last year’s AB 1928. The notice required in this bill is already provided in most counties. 
Motion by Candy Grubbs to support.  Dave McDonald seconds motion.  Motion carried.  Deborah Seiler abstains.

AB 106 (Price) – Voter Registration through DMV and Franchise Tax Board
Discussion:  Bill allows a person to register to vote by completing and submitting a voter form on an application for a new or renewed driver’s license, etc. and on a Personal Income Tax form.  Allows a person who is not 18 years of age and will not be 18 at the next election but otherwise satisfies the voter registration requirement to submit a voter form and will automatically be registered at 18.
Several concerns were expressed including the issues of citizenship, felony convictions, and language preferences.

Bring back to next meeting once SOS has let author know of the concerns.

ACA 6 (Calderon) – Primary elections: “Voter Choice Act”
Position:  Watch
Discussion: Bill requires that specific candidates be listed on a single voter choice primary ballot for primary elections.  
Elaine Ginnold suggested that SOS (Jana) send a letter to the author listing the following concerns: voter confusion, voting system issues and costs.
Special Statewide Election:

Deborah Seiler asked if anyone had any information on the date of the special election. Jana from SOS stated that they had not been contacted. Counties agreed that May 19th is the preferred date.
2009 CACEO Legislative Proposals:

Item 11, Submitted by Elaine Ginnold, Marin County:  Revises language to make more specific the time that proponents of a county petition can start to circulate their petition.
Discussion:  This proposal clarifies and makes specific the time that the 180 day circulation period for a county petition begins.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-08 by Candy Grubbs.  Lindsey McWilliams seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 12, Submitted by Lindsey McWilliams, Solano County:  Repeals provisions that would eliminate a conflict between two statutes regarding where provisional voters can vote.
Discussion: Mr. McWilliams will bring back for future submission.
Item 13, Submitted by Lindsey McWilliams, Solano County:  Repeals provision requiring the elections official to schedule American Independent Party central committee meetings in courthouses and brings the statute into line with other central committee meeting statutes.
Discussion:  Accept proposal with amendment.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-09 by Elaine Ginnold.  Reva Correia seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 14, Submitted by Janice Atkinson, Sonoma County:  Repeals two redundant sections relating to precinct board members depositing the ballot into the ballot container and amends a third section to allow the voter to deposit his or her own ballot into the ballot box instead of the precinct board member.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-10 by Jesse Durazo.  Elaine Ginnold  seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 15, Submitted by Janice Atkinson, Sonoma County:  Eliminates the requirement that the voter complete a written statement under penalty of perjury prior to issuing the voter a replacement vote by mail ballot.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-11 by Lindsey McWilliams.  Janice Atkinson seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 16, Submitted by Janice Atkinson, Sonoma County:  Broadens the scope of situations in which an elector or the elections official may go to court to force a voter registration in the case of a third party mishandling.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-12 by Deborah Seiler.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Item 17, Submitted by Janice Atkinson, Sonoma County:  Amends provisions relating to the formation of a sanitation district to 1) require that election precincts shall be established, and precinct boards shall be appointed, in accordance with the Elections Code, 2) specify that the date to submit arguments shall be determined by the elections official and notice shall be given in accordance with the Elections Code and any other particulars of the election shall be conducted in the manner set forth by the general laws of the state.  
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-13 by Candy Grubbs.  Janice Atkinson seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Item 18, Submitted by Candy Lopez, Contra Costa County:  Changes the time period between the certification of the results of a school governing board election and the date on which a run-off must be conducted.  

Discussion: Will bring back with revisions.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-14 by Deborah Seiler.  Janice Atkinson seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Item 19, Revised Proposal 09-06 resubmitted by Eren Mendez, Contra Costa County:  Revision includes vocational education  students in addition to college students who are under the age of 18 to serve as student precinct board members in same manner that high school students who are under the age of 18 are currently allowed to serve.

Other Discussion:
Proposed SOS Recount Regulations – Janice Atkinson reported that CACEO sent survey requesting in-put. Group discussed relative merits of CACEO – as an entity – weighing in on regulations.
Dave MacDonald presented an overview of the 2004 election where a measure failed, a recount was conducted, proponents disagreed and a lawsuit ensued.
Recount regulation hearing is scheduled is scheduled for March 3, 2009 and all written comments should be in by March 13, 2009.

Recommendation was made that counties review proposed regulations and assess their affect and request that the Board of Directors either meet at the February 6th CACEO meeting or 

conduct a conference call. It should be determined if Association will comment as a group but that should not preclude counties from also commenting individually.
Subcommittee Reports:

Summer Institute – Gloria Colter reported that Summer Institute has been canceled until 2011.

Provisional Voting – No Report

Voters with Specific Needs – Eren Mendez reported that the Spanish Glossary has been finalized. Los Angeles will take the lead in completing the other languages.  It was discussed and determined that both Mandarin and Cantonese will be used in the Chinese Glossary.
It was reported that the Voters with Specific Needs Manual will be revised. Revision assignments were designated.
Bilingual Ballots – Discussion about best practices. Tim McNamara will send an e-mail requesting survey.

Hava/Certification/Voting Systems:

· Deborah Seiler reported that ESS law suit is in progress regarding fine by SOS.
· Lowell Finley reported regarding SOS attending EAC hearing in Miami in two weeks.  The hearing will focus on voting system test regimine.  The State is currently weary of uniform testing process for all states until the VVSG are proven to be more robust. Current draft VVSG process is ongoing and there seems to still be time to comment.   Should check status with Brain Hancock of EAC.
· Lengthy discussion regarding optical scan technology and the possibility of having technologists as guests in future to address technical topics of interests such as trends in optical scan technology, specific security issues, etc.

· Bruce McDannold gave update regarding State registration database.  Amendment 8 to RPF has recently been posted.  Proposal scoring will begin soon. March 30 is scheduled to be public cost opening.  April 15 is scheduled to be announcement of chosen vendor with 5 day protest period to follow. Database may not be in place until June 2010.  

· Jana Lean  reported that Voting Modernization Board activities have been suspended until state budget issues have been resolved. 
CALPEAC – Survey will be sent out to see how many counties will send students in July.

Meeting ended with a suggestion by Candy Grubbs that Elections compile a manual similar to the Recorder Manual.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Jo Rodrguez and Harriett Coleman-Russ
.
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